Chronotropic incompetence: a case report.
Chronotropic incompetence is generally defined as an inadequate heart rate response to exercise, but manifestations can vary. The incidence depends on underlying cardiac pathology and, to a lesser degree, on the cut-off value of the predicted heart rate during exercise. Different pathologies induce chronotropic incompetence. Its presence indicates an adverse outcome and is strongly correlated with coronary artery disease. Treatment consists of rate-responsive pacemakers; dual-sensor, adaptive pacemakers are superior to single-sensor, rate-augmenting pacemakers. This case report illustrates the negative effect of chronotropic incompetence on daily activities and its amelioration by implantation of a rate-responsive pacemaker. (c)2001 by CHF, Inc.